
 

NEWSLETTER - Spring 2020  
Once again the Society has been hard at work throughout the autumn and winter months: 
 

 The History Talk in October was packed for a fascinating talk, entitled  (T)Ales of  Felpham, given by Gary Purser 

 The social events started with our very well attended Members Social Evening at The Fox Inn in November 

 Large Poppies were once again put up throughout the Village to mark Remembrance Day 

 Xmas Tree Lights switch-on in December with local school choirs 

 The Beach Cleans have carried on come rain or shine on every second Saturday of the month 

 The ‘Friends of Old Rectory Gardens’ teams have been busy keeping the Gardens tidy and weed free at 
their work sessions on the fourth Friday of the month. 

 Our Conservation & Development Group has reconvened with new people supporting 

 St Michael’s Allotments team have worked hard all winter tending the FVCS plot, putting up sheds and organizing workgroups 
 

  

 Annual History Talk – Saturday, 19th October 
 Our Autumn season started with the History Talk, which was given by Gary Purser who lives 

in Middleton-on-Sea.  Gary gave a very amusing talk of the pubs in Felpham, which included 
some interesting tales of The Fox Inn.  The talk also included:  

 What/Why of Pubs? – What have the Romans ever done for us? Yes the Romans gave us 
Pubs! 

 What/Why of Beer? – What is Beer and why were people drinking it through the ages. 
 What/Why Felpham? – Why were so many Pubs found in Felpham? 
 Felpham Pubs - Dead and Alive – Why did some survive and some didn’t. 
 The Future – What are the trends that will affect the shape and type of Pubs in Felpham 
 

  

 Remembrance Day  
 Felpham were delighted to join in with the British Legion Remembrance Day commemorations by putting 

up the large poppies in the Village.  After taking down the hanging baskets helpers from the St Michael’s 
Allotments and the ‘heavy gang’ part of the Society once again put up the large poppies, however, on this 
occasion only in the Village.  We also laid a commemorative wreath on behalf of the Society when the 
Felpham Community gathered at St Mary’s Church on the 10

th
 November for the Remembrance Day 

service broadcasted by the BBC from the Cenotaph.  Local individuals and other organisations laid their 
own wreaths as part of the service.  

 

  Christmas Tree Lights Switch-on - Friday 6th December 
Children from Felpham Community College, Bishops Tufnell and Downview Schools made our 
annual event even more successful with their choirs singing Christmas carols.  A huge number 
of visitors, friends and family were treated to free mulled wine and mince pies provided by the 
Society. Father John, Rector of St Mary’s Church blessed the tree and encouraged us into the 
Christmas spirit.  The road by Grassmere Parade was closed providing a safe environment for 
all. Butlins again provided the tree and the newly replaced tree lights illuminated the early 
evening, which made all the hard work worthwhile. 
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Forthcoming Events and Activities for this year 
are: 

Spring Social on Monday, 16th March 
We will again hold our Spring social evening at The Fox Inn from 
6.00-8pm. Members and their guests are welcomed with a 
complimentary glass of wine and nibbles. It is a chance to meet 
the committee and other members, to ask questions and make 
suggestions. We encourage members to bring along a guest or 
guests who might think about joining! 

AGM on Monday 27th April at 7pm 
The AGM will be on Monday 27th April at the Felpham Village 
Hall in Vicarage Lane and we hope as many members as 
possible will attend this important meeting to review the 
accounts, hear about what has been achieved in the past 
membership year and to look forward to the next year. If you 
would like to be more involved please put your name forward. We also 
hope to have the opportunity to show a number of postcards 
depicting Felpham, which will be presented by Jane Barnes. 

Spring Work Party – Saturday, 21st March 

Come along to St Michael’s Allotments on 21
st

 March at   
10-12 to help with updating the plants and grounds ready 
for the Open Morning & Plant Sale during morning of 
Saturday, 16

th
 May.    

Annual Quiz Night on Saturday 13th June 
The Felpham Annual Quiz and Fish & Chip Super will be back 
by popular demand. 6.30pm for 7.00pm start at the Memorial 
Village Hall, Vicarage Lane, with Quiz Master Bob May and his 
special Felpham category. It’s always a sell out so get in early. 
We will alert members to get their tickets from the Village Post 
Office from mid-May. 

Felpham Village Fete on Saturday 11th July 
This will be the sixth year Felpham holds the Summer Fete in 
Old Rectory Gardens. There will again be musical 
entertainment, a Tea Tent, the BBQ and the Pimm’s and real 
ale tent. We will continue a similar format to last year with new 
games, our traditional raffle, Tombola/Bottle stalls and we will 
be asking local businesses to participate as sponsors, donating 
raffle prizes or running stalls.  Help is always needed on the day 
and cakes for the tea tent! 

 
 

All our groups continue to provide community 
activities:  

Beach Clean Group  

The regular Felpham Beach 
Clean is at 10.30am every 
second Saturday of the month 
starting in front of the Sailing 
Club. We are so grateful to all 
those regular helpers who 
come along to collect rubbish 
from our beaches. We are now 

trying to encourage youngsters with their parents to come 
along for family activities, such as pebble painting; rock 
pooling,  etc.  Each month we will have new activities and 
hope we can get more parents, grandparents to bring their 
families along.  

 

 

Friends of Old Rectory Gardens Group  

The Society acts as ‘Friends of Old Rectory Gardens’ and liaises 
with Arun District Council helping to maintain the park. The 
Friends working group meet at 2pm on the fourth Friday of 
each month to week the flowerbeds and generally tidy up the 
park. Last year Arun DC started work on the landscaping and 
work needed to enhance the Gardens. More volunteers are 
always needed for this so please do try and come along. All you 
need are your own gloves and hand tools. 

 

St Michael’s Allotments and Hanging 
Baskets Group The Group continue with 

their enormous task of maintaining their 
plot which enables the Society to provide 
the Village with the beautiful hanging 
baskets, which are going up on Tuesday, 
26

th
 May.  Each May we hang 72 baskets, 

which can only be achieved with all the 
volunteers who put them up and at the 
end of October take them down. 

 

History, Heritage and Archive Group  

The Society’s History Group continue with their research and  
in order to encourage more interest in the History of Felpham 
they will be putting on an Exhibition of the work achieved 
over the past four years to be held on Saturday, 25

th
 April at 

10.30am in the St Mary’s Church Centre.  The Exhibition will 
include, information boards with photographs of the 
businesses in Felpham, together with the research 
undertaken to commemorate those servicemen from 
Felpham who lost their lives during the First World War.   
 

Conservation & Development Group 

For a number of months the C&D Group has been working 
with Felpham Parish Council and West Sussex District Council 
in a scheme to make sure that our footpaths are in good 
condition.  For instance - the footpath north of Downview 
School turns into a quagmire in wet weather.  A recent 
footpath inspection with members of the Society Committee, 
the WSCC Local Assess Ranger and a representative from FPC 
resulted in agreement in principle to repair work being carried 
out on a collaborative basis.  

 
 

 

 
 

Our funds are much healthier, and our activities grow 

year by year, but we need to attract new committee 

members to share the load and also to bring in fresh 

energy and new ideas. We also have a great pool of 

volunteers who turn out for specific projects and help 

is always needed on these. If you think you could be a 

committee member or a volunteer please contact the 

Secretary at 15 Culver Road Felpham PO22 or email: 

mail@felphamvillageconservation.co.uk 

www.felphamvillageconservation.co.uk 

Your Society Needs You 
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