
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Member, 
 
I hope this report finds you and your families safe and well.  It really has been a turbulent and difficult time for us all, 
but I hope some of you have been able to find time to use the lockdown to do all those jobs you have always wanted to 
do, but never had the time!  
 
We would normally have held our AGM at the end of April and of course this hasn’t been possible in the current 
situation.  We did consider holding it online via Zoom or similar, but decided this was not practicable, therefore we 
have made the decision to circulate the 2019/20 Accounts, together with the Treasurers Report, plus my own Report   
on the year past.  I would, however, encourage you to send me any questions you may have and we will do our best to 
answer them. 
 

Chairman’s Report 
 
Year 2019-2020 
Our membership topped 270 individuals showing the growing support for the Society.  My thanks to our Membership 
Secretary, Pamela Cosgrove aided by Pauline Harris, who have both worked tirelessly to stay in contact with members 
and to recruit new ones. They ran two very successful Social Evenings at the Fox Inn.  Grateful thanks to landlords 
Alison and Andy. The socials are important for members to meet the Committee and introduce new friends and family 
to the Society.  Thank you to all who supported these events. We desperately need our membership to stay with us 
during the crisis, especially as it will be harder to rebuild once it is over. Currently, Pamela is in touch with members yet 
to renew their membership, who may have forgotten in this difficult time.   
 
Pamela also runs our Facebook pages, keeping them alive with news and comments, from those living in Felpham, but 
also those who have moved away or had relatives in the area and wish to send us comments, photos etc.  If you haven’t 
signed into this yet you can find us at ‘Felpham Village Conservation Public Group’.  We also have our regular 
newsletters, our articles in Felpham in Focus and our website. We do regular ‘all-member’ emails about specific events 
and activities and deliver hard copies to those few that aren’t on email. 
 
A particular thanks to John Fenton-Jones who after six years is stepping down as Treasurer.  He has done a tremendous 
job and we have come to rely on him going above and beyond his basic duties.  John has been a key person in our 
annual fete including gate collections, coordinating stalls, organising licences, etc, banking, payments and many other 
duties that keep a Society like ours running.  Fortunately John will stay on the Committee and his knowledge of the 
Society will be of enormous benefit to our new Treasurer, Ian Hewitt, although a fairly new member of the Society, an 
established Accountant.  Ian will be taking over from John with effect from 15th June. 
 
I must also thank our Secretary, Jane Summerville, who has taken on much of the burden of assisting with the running 
of the Committee Meetings, ensuring the Minutes of the Meetings are recorded, member emails and again a host of 
administrative work that keep the Society running smoothly.   
 
As you are aware, the work of the Society is mainly through our active Groups, of which we have five: 
 
History, Heritage and Archive 
Once again the HHA Group has been very busy continuing to research the History of Felpham, updating our Living 
History Timeline, which is forever changing as you would expect.  Part of our research has been looking at the 
implications of changes in the type of shops and businesses from 1931 – 1938 when the demographics of Felpham 
began to change.  We still continue to research those servicemen who lost their lives during WW1, in particular we are 
working with St Mary’s Church and the ancestor of a local man who died in WW1, but whose name has not been 

included on the Memorial Plaque. Our annual History Talk was given by Gary Purser, T(Ales) of Felpham, which was 

very interesting and gave us all an insight into the local pubs in Felpham.  We had hoped to have an exhibition of the 
work the group had developed over the past few years, but unfortunately this too had to be postponed, but our efforts 
are not wasted and the exhibition will be shown at a later date.  I would like to thank everyone in the HHA Group for 
their dedication, time and effort they have given to ensuring we maintain the history of Felpham. 
 
 

  



 
Conservation and Development 
Led by Geoff Farrell - the Group has achieved several important results for Felpham.  First was 
to get Arun District Council to take responsibility for the apron of grass opposite Butlins 
roundabout.  This was being used as a parking lot by contractors and others, an eyesore at the 
entrance of the village, churning up the grass and a danger to traffic when exiting.  Arun have 
now erected an attractive low wooden fence to stop this from happening.  The Group has also 
worked with Arun on clearing Felpham footpaths.  Thanks Geoff for your continued hard work. 
 
Hanging Baskets and Allotments 
The Group was responsible for organising the growing, putting up and watering of the hanging baskets throughout the 
village.  In doing so they have also been responsible for the work at St Michael’s Allotments, organising work parties, 
running plant sales and helping other plot holders.  This lovely hidden space is now vibrant and a delight to wander 
around, which I would encourage our members to visit. The FVCS plot is open to members to help and share in the 
produce. Our thanks to Ron Hands, who makes up and waters the baskets, a familiar sight in the village in the summer. 
 
Beach Clean 
Our Beach Clean Group have been a regular part of the Society, who meet outside the Felpham Sailing Club every  
month no matter the weather and hand out pickers and bags to our volunteers who pick up the rubbish left on the 
beach.  This event has become very popular and an essential part of keeping the beach clean.  We had tried to 
introduce a children/family event which was advertised and organised for pebble painting; treasure hunts and rock 
pooling, but due to the inclement weather most of the activities had to be cancelled.  However, once we can start the 
Beach Clean safely again before the end of this year, we hope, we will be able to have some fun as well as pick up 
rubbish.  Another activity taken on by the Beach Clean Group has been joining the national organisation - Marine 
Conservation Society – with their annual Big Beach Clean.  The event is yet another initiative taken on by the Group 
and the other Committee Members to add to the data of rubbish collected by the MCS.  Thanks go to Jane Summerville, 
John Farrington and Valerie Morris for their commitment to keeping Felpham beaches clean. 
 
Friends of Old Rectory Gardens 
The Friends Group meet every fourth Friday and maintain the bed at the Vicarage Lane end of Rectory Gardens.  They 
also liaise with Arun on the needs and welfare of the Gardens and this year was very special 
as it saw the reinstatement of the lighting that hasn’t worked for at least four years.  We 
were also delighted at being awarded Green Flag status to the Gardens. New picnic benches, 
a new wildflower meadow and getting ready for the Summer Fete and Picnic in the Park 
have also kept the Group busy.  We are also pleased to see the new post and rail fencing 
that we have been asking for have now been installed along The Old Rectory Lane to the 
Gardens. Our thanks to Maggie Lupton who leads this group with a very loyal team of 
regular  volunteers. 
 
Society Events 

• What a summer we had in 2019!  Our ever popular Felpham Quiz in June was again a sell-out. Our thanks to 
Quizmaster Bob May and his wife Helen for ensuring the smooth running of the evening.  Both Bob and Helen 
are also responsible for ensuring the Fete afternoon runs to time.   

• Once again in July, we staged a hugely successful Summer Fete in Old Rectory Gardens.  This takes a big team 
of volunteers to organise and stage and my thanks to everyone who gives their time before, during and after 
the event.  As you will see from the Treasurer’s Report the money from the Fete means we have sufficient 
funds for the Hanging Baskets and other Projects.  

• In August we staged the Picnic in the Park with another huge turnout in the Felpham sunshine.  Thank you to 
our partners - Jazz At The Village for the wonderful music. 

• September saw the ‘Unpacking Blake’ exhibition focussed on the various aspects of his work researched and 
presented in a discussion panel by Blake experts.  Thanks to Rachel Searle and the Committee for another 
successful event. 

• The final event of the year was our Christmas Tree Light Up.  Our thanks to the Felpham choirs from the 
Felpham Community College, Bishop Tufnell and Downview Schools and also to Father John of St Mary’s 
Church for helping make this such a special start to the festive season. 
 

On behalf of the Committee, I would like to offer our thanks to our Events Secretary, Leeza Aldis-Hobbs, who has now 
decided to step down from the Committee after organising our events for the past six years.  Whilst the Fete has now 
got its own organising group, Leeza was previously responsible for coordinating the Fete, the Quiz Evening and the 
Christmas Tree Lighting events and she has always been a huge help in ensuring the success of all our events – even to 
dressing up as a ‘Nippy’ at the WW1 Commemoration Afternoon Tea event in 2018 .  Another part of Leeza’s position 
was as our representative of the Rotary Community Action Group, working together when the need arose and 
reporting back to the Committee. We are enormously grateful to Leeza for the time she has devoted to the Society and 



for running our events, which are now in a much more manageable position due to her efforts. Leeza will be missed by 
us all, but I know she will always be there to help in the future. 
 
There are so many others that I would like to thank, but of course that would be impossible in this report.  However, 
there are a few who should be singled out: 

• Mike Pavard and our past secretary and Chairman Andy Camp, both of whom have worked tirelessly in the 
background to help the Society.  They are regulars at the Beach Clean and the Gardens Group.  They form the 
backbone of the ‘Heavy Gang’ putting up and clearing away the Fete.  They always help with the Hanging 
Baskets and the Allotments work parties and they are always first to say YES when we need something 
mended or sorted.  

• Murdo Mackenzie-Morrison, our sound ‘Guru’.  Murdo has been essential in ensuring the sound system we 
use at our events is working and obviously in good order.  On many occasions he has been given very little 
notice to help with setting up the equipment at an event, but he never lets us down, for which we are truly 
grateful. 

• Our local Felpham Post Office - the Society are very grateful for their continued support - assisting with 
collecting ticket monies for events and letters from our members.   

• Alison & Andy for not only allowing us to use The Fox facilities for our Social Evenings, but also on occasions for 
our Committee Meetings. 

 
I am sure you will tell me I have forgotten someone, please know this was not my intention as without all our 
volunteers our Society would not function as well as it does. 
 
So, to this year………. 
 
Obviously, we were extremely sad to have to cancel all of events and committee meetings due to this rotten virus.  At 
first, we thought long and hard about whether we could keep anything going, but it soon became clear that we just had 
to cancel, hence no baskets, no Fete, no Quiz and no Group activities.  However, we have continued the Allotments 
Group at St Michael’s where we are allowed to carry on maintaining the plot and helping where we could.  The plot is 
looking amazing and all planted up with produce for later in the year.  Volunteers still meet on a Tuesday morning and 
are socially distanced in the tasks.  Maybe we will soon be able to sell plants now we are more organised. Watch this 
space!  Thanks go to Glenn Powell, who has recently re-joined the Committee after a short absence, although in fact he 
has always been responsible for organising the putting up of the Hanging Baskets, coordinating the duties of the ‘Heavy 
Gang’ at each event where needed and to this end we will always be very grateful.  Thank you Glenn. 
 
An event, which as yet has not been cancelled, is our ever popular lighting of the Christmas Tree Lights. You will, I am 
sure, be pleased to know we will get the Christmas Tree up, even if we can’t have the usual gathering.  
 
As you will see from the Treasurer’s Report we do have funds ready to start again and we look forward to a time when 
we can get back to supporting Felpham.  You as members are a vital part of the Society and we need you now more 
than ever, so please support us going forward and we will get through this time together. 
 
To conclude, we thought you might like to see some of the photos of the Felpham VE Day Celebrations.  We would 
have loved to have been more involved as we were with the WW1 Commemorations, but at least we can share these 
with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Lastly, I would, personally like to thank my Committee for all the support they have given me throughout the year and 
most importantly during this difficult time.  Their support has been invaluable, enabling me to Chair the meetings with 
the knowledge the decisions we have had to make are for the good of our members and with the best intentions of the 
Felpham community. 
 
We now all look forward to when we can start being active again.  Hopefully not too far into the future. 
 
With best wishes and please keep safe. 
 
Joyce Pritchard 
Chairman 
Felpham Village Conservation Society 

 
 
 
 
 
 


